Letter from President Jacques Chirac about Consuming Nature
President of the Republic

Paris – 10 February 2004

During a recent meeting at the Elysée Palace, members of Greenpeace France presented to one of my collaborators a photographic essay focusing on African rainforest logging entitled "Consuming Nature - a photo essay on African Rainforest Exploitation".


The information that I gathered from this high quality book provoked a great dismay. The ecological disaster that this book illustrates and the crude reality that it describes reinforce the idea that I have had that African countries need urgent help to rapidly develop active policies to conserve and carefully and sustainably manage tropical forests.  It is about the preservation of an irreplaceable natural heritage. It is also about a certain idea on human kind, his rights and obligations vis a vis nature without which man is nothing.  As you know, this constitutes one of the directions of the policy of France that I have been promoting in Africa and is part of the dialogue that I keep maintaining with African heads of state. 

I would like to please ask you to forward my admiration to the authors for the quality of this remarkable piece of work. 

With my great respect, 


Jacques Chirac

